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    PRESS LISTINGS


Dec, Jan & Feb 2008/9

Exhibitions Listings
Sat 22 Nov - Sun 18 Jan 

The Cover of a Book is the Beginning of a Journey

Free

Building on Arnolfini's recent approach to more experimental formats for presenting art, this exhibition uses a specific tendency in artists' book works to generate an energetic series of events and activity. Focussing on books that either offer sets of instructions or are derived from instructions - the books unsettle the usual distinctions between writers and readers, artists and audiences, 
and act as prompts to go beyond the conventions of reading. 

Partly drawing from Arnolfini's archive, which includes several hundred artists' books - many dating from the 1960s and 1970s, and from the artist book collection at the University of the West of England, the exhibition presents a whole range of publications by renowned and emerging artists including: Angela Bulloch, Sophie Calle, Melanie Carvalho, Don Celender, Douglas Huebler, Boem Kim, Alison Knowles, Jonathan Monk, Ed Ruscha and Lawrence Weiner amongst others.

On Sat 17 Jan there will be free screenings throughout the day featuring films from Ed Ruscha, 
Emily Wardill and Jonathan Monk. The exhibition is accompanied by an events programme and screenings.  See events and film listings for more details.

With support from the University of the West of England and Great Western Research

Sat 22 Nov - Sun 18 Jan 

Supertoys  On play, affective machines and object relations

Free

Codemanipulator, Chris Cunningham, Michael Anastassiades and Dunne & Raby, Natalie Jeremijenko, Kahve Society, Alex McLean, Philippe Parreno, Unmask Group

Exhibition design in collaboration with nOffice

Supertoys makes reference to Brian Aldiss's short story Super-Toys Last All Summer Long. As in the story, in which an android boy thinks he is real and is programmed to love his adoptive mother, playing with toys expresses the complex interrelations between humans and objects or machines, reality and fantasy, what it means to care for something and our inability to love. In many ways toys appear to play with us. Throughout the Supertoys season, artists, technologists, children and adults examine how toys operate as 'transitional objects' in allowing feelings to be carried between the human subject and external objects. Supertoys also explores the idea of reciprocal relationships with intelligent toys and robots, and our related hopes and fears.

The exhibition is part factory, part zoo and part play area. It will include opportunities for visitors to destroy, examine and re-make toys. Some works will develop during the exhibition as teams of robot experts and artists work to modify toy dogs. There will also be visits by guest robots, and opportunities for discussion and debate. In the lead up to Christmas (and after), Supertoys explores a new way of thinking about toys. 

The exhibition is accompanied by a film season, online project and series of events and activities. See events and film listings for more details.

Supertoys is the third in the Concept Store series of projects at Arnolfini, exploring the realms of marketing, design and experience economy.

With support from the University of the West of England and Science City Bristol

Sat 31 Jan – Sun 29 Mar

Angus Fairhurst

Free

Angus Fairhurst (1966-2008) was one of the most influential members of the group of artists

associated with London's Goldsmiths College in the late 1980s. He participated in the seminal exhibition, Freeze, which introduced the world to a generation who became known as the Young British Artists, setting the tone for contemporary art in the UK over the next two decades. In contrast to the brash shock tactics of many of his contemporaries, however, he himself was an artist whose work was always a subtle combination of conceptual rigour and fine formal qualities, interrogated with an irreverent wit. 

The fertile mind and anarchic spirit of Angus Fairhurst found many forms, in a body of work which defied categorisation through its sheer breadth of media and invention: painting, performance, animation, photography, video, sculpture, music, print, wallpaper, drawing, collage. Over twenty years, he re-visited and re-worked different strands of ideas, often to the extent that one set of works might appear to have little or no formal properties in common with any other. His work touches on subjects as varied as the nature of the self, desire, sex and death, the emptiness of expression, and ubiquity and power of advertising, always confronted with a particular absurdist sense of comedy.

The exhibition is presented in collaboration with Sadie Coles HQ. A fully illustrated book, with texts by Sir Nicholas Serota, Sacha Craddock and James Cahill, published by Philip Wilson Publishers, will accompany the exhibition.
Exhibition Events & Exhibition Tours

Saturdays 2.00pm Free / No need to book
Each week there is an informal tour of the exhibitions.

The Cover of a Book is the Beginning of a Journey: 

29 November, 13 December, 3 & 10 January – 

Join the Performance Re-enactment Society (PRS) to enact instruction-based artworks. Take part and come to all four events or simply turn up and watch. The PRS is a collective of artists, archivists and researchers, who use archival documents and audience's memories to revive past art experiences and create them anew. Their re-enactments are acts of conservation, which transform past works into new events.
29 November

At 1.55pm, enter Arnolfini where they'll introduce the works 
and themselves. Once there await further instruction.

13 December
Bring a large piece of material (something textile, a blanket, sheet, etc.) to unfurl.
3 January
Cut out question marks from newspapers and affix them to things you want to question. Bring pictures of where you placed them.
10 January 

Write an instruction for other people to carry out, and bring anything they’ll need to do it.
Tours of Supertoys:

6 & 20 December, 17 January

Children and young people involved with the exhibition's Mutant Toy Factory will be part of the tours. 

Tours of Angus Fairhurst:

31 January - Rebecca Heald, Sadie Coles HQ.
7 February - Sarah Warden, Exhibitions Coordinator, Arnolfini. 

14 February - David Trigg, writer and critic.
21 February - Alan Boldon, Head of Development, Arnolfini.

28 February - Julia Moszkowicz, Senior Lecturer in History and Theory of Design (Graphic Design), Bath Spa University.
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Live Listings
The Cover of a Book is the Beginning of a Journey: Live Events
As part of the exhibition The Cover of a Book is the Beginning of a Journey, live events include the Performance Re-enactment Society, Motor Vehicle Sundown and Household Orchestra Performance. See exhibitions and events sections for details.
A Performance by Paul Granjon: Lo-Tech Songs with Servo-Drive
Wed 14 Jan, 7.30pm
£6.00 / £3.00 Concs
Following the Supertoys Symposium, ever-popular Paul Granjon, a hit at Inbetween Time festivals, returns to Arnolfini with some new additions to his infamous collection of humanoid robots, including Mofo and the scary Biting Machine, all accompanied by his eccentric songs and electric zitare.

Martha Wilson: From Presenter to Preserver: 30 Years At Franklin Furnace

Wed 21 Jan, 6.30pm
£6.00 / £4.00 Concs
Performance artist Martha Wilson is founding director of Franklin Furnace Archive Inc., a museum she established in her New York loft in 1976, which presents, preserves and champions temporal forms: performance art, temporary installation and artists' books. Martha Wilson will discuss the dilemmas 
of documenting performance and preserving time-based art, including works by Laurie Anderson, Gina Pane, William Pope.L, Karen Finley, Tehching Hsieh, Jenny Holzer and William Wegman.

A Performing the Archive event, funded by Great Western Research and University of Bristol.

Tim Etchells

The Broken World: Reading

Sat 31 Jan, 5.00pm
£6.00 / £4.00 Concs
Tim Etchells reads extracts from his new novel The Broken World in which the book's narrator guides the reader on a walkthrough of a game as complex and confusing as life itself, only with more zombies and double agents to kill. It becomes clear that he must work out solutions to problems involving life, love and happiness, not just in The Broken World, but in the real one too.

'Phenomenal. Quite scary in its originality, ingenuity and significance. Bound to be a cult book, and in serious danger of being a worldwide bestseller' Victoria Glendenning
Tim Etchells
Sight Is The Sense That Dying People Tend To Lose First

Sat 31 Jan 7.30pm & Sun 1 Feb 4.00pm
£8.00 / £6.00 Concs

Socks are gloves for the feet. Snow is cold. Water is the same thing as ice. In America things are bigger. America is a country. Korea is also a country. Some men have sex appeal. Blind people cannot see anything. 

Sight is the Sense that Dying People Tend to Lose First is a free-associating monologue that tumbles from topic to topic to create a vast, failing explanation of the world, the things, forces, experiences, people and landscapes in it. Written and directed by Tim Etchells of the UK's celebrated performance group Forced Entertainment, Arnolfini presents its UK premiere. The text is performed by Jim Fletcher of the New York City Players.

LIVE ART WEEKENDER

Sat 7 & Sun 8 Feb

Weekender Ticket Pass £15.00 / £12.00 (Includes We Live Here: Pop concert)

Arnolfini Live is delighted to bring you an eclectic selection of performances being created in Bristol and the South West. In a weekend featuring installations, interventions, performance and music, a dozen of the region's finest emerging artists show off their wares. 

Kathy Hinde: Piano Migration IV

Installation: Dark Studio
Interactive Music Box: Reading Room
Sat 7 & Sun 8 Feb 10.00am - 6.00pm
Free

Piano Migration IV is a kinetic sound sculpture made from a disembodied piano that responds to a video projection of birds landing on telegraph lines. The video acts as a musical score, with each bird triggering small devices to play the suspended piano. This is one of a series of works that use sound to explore migration and the travels of the artist's family from Lithuania. 

In a related piece in the Reading Room, you can play mappings of bird migration patterns through a winding music box. The artist will be present from 1pm - 2pm and 4pm - 5pm on both days to translate a journey of your choice into sound.

Lucy Cran: Crash!

Installation: Sat 7 Feb, 10.00am - 6.00pm 
& Sun 8 Feb, 10.00am - 4.00pm
Performance: Sun 8 Feb 4.00pm
Free

CRASH! is an installation of cymbals and paired percussive objects suspended, in tension, anticipating impact and noise. The installation plays on the invitation these objects suggest to the audience to make them sound. The piece culminates in a performance in which strings and elastic are cut, the objects released to snap, twang, crash, bang and wallop! 

Stephen Cornford & Bill Leslie: Tuning Up

Sat 7 Feb, 2.00pm - 2.15pm
Free
Tuning Up uses a soaring host of weather balloons rising and falling in Arnolfini's high central foyer. Each one is attached to a harmonica creating a strangely poetic, droning cacophony where sound is changed by the key of the harmonica, the force of air from the balloon and the distance of the balloon from the viewer.

Sylvia Rimat: Being Here While Not Being Here

Sat 7 Feb, 2.15pm 
£5.00 / £3.00 Concs

Performance artist Sylvia Rimat tries to retrace her experience of fainting on stage in a performance in 2003. By employing chalk signs, video snippets and a microphone, Being Here While Not Being Here approaches what it actually could mean to 'be here' or to disappear and uses the theatre stage as a metaphor for the different (inner and outer) rooms we pass through.

Emma Bennett: Thick Description

Sat 7 Feb, 3.15pm 
£5.00 / £3.00 Concs

In this quirky performance of surreal digressions and looping logic, Emma Bennett creates suggestive mental images before twisting them into new shapes, building strange little worlds, then casually wiping them out.

We Live Here: Impromptu Interventions

Sat 7 Feb 4.00pm - 8.00pm
Free

The call has gone out to Arnolfini's Associate Artists to come and fill the foyers and public spaces with low-tech, DIY live interventions. Keep your eyes open. Full listings will be available at the Weekender's opening event.

We Live Here: Pop Concert

Sat 7 Feb, 8.15pm (Bands From 8.15pm)
£5.00 / £4.00 Concs(Free With We Live Here Weekender Ticket)
A quartet of Bristol’s most exciting, exploratory and hotly-tipped pop acts: Freeze Puppy is a madcap minstrel who displays an untouchable songwriting craft; Magnus Spectrum makes physical noise music via Nintendo Wii controller and much leaping about; Munch Munch are Bristol’s double-drumming, multi-instrumental answer to Animal Collective; Chew Magna make rustic glitterball electro-pop with a firm nod toward the dancefloor.

Dani D'Emilia: 47 Bones

Sun 8 Feb, 12.00pm - 3.00pm
Free

47 Bones is a powerful durational performance placing the fragility of the artists living body in visceral proximity to the sculptural solidity of the bones. The artist creates a poetic meditation on the relationship between the human and the animal, the living and the dead.

Iain Morrison & Leiza McLeod: Gimme the Beat Girls

Sun 8 Feb 5.00pm
£5.00 / £3.00 Concs

Glamorous performance duo Iain Morrison and Leiza McLeod take a journey through writings 
by female beat-generation authors Joanna McClure, Hettie Jones, Denise Levertov, Fran Landesman, Diane di Prima and Elise Cowen, creating eccentric, enhanced vocalisations of their works. As the myths of Beat counter-culture continue to fascinate and inspire, Gimme the Beat Girls seeks to thrust Beat-generation women writers into the spotlight.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Double Bill
Neil Callaghan & Simone Kenyon: To Begin where I am…Mokado + Action Hero - Watch Me Fall

Fri 20 Feb 7.00pm
£8.00 / £6.00 Concs
At the age of six she became lightning. 25 years later she's ready to do it again. In this performance, he will play the part of thunder and she will play the part of lightning. Together they will cook up a storm. 

This performance has a sense of the loneliness of being lost at sea. Two performers attempt to find intimacy across the infinite horizon and then go their separate ways. They say 'goodbye', part and map the distance between them. A reflection on love, weather, distance and the poetics of the sea.

+

I'm going over in a barrel. I'm leaving the cannon, hitting the ramp at 90mph and clearing ten double-decker buses. I might fall. I might break my body into several pieces, but then I'll dust myself off and do it all over again.

Action Hero have measured it out, done a few calculations and are confident that it could go either way. Watch Me Fall explores daredevils, our obsession with those who attempt the impossible, the futility of their attempts and their inevitable fall from grace. 

An Arnolfini We Live Here commission. Supported by The ShowRoom University of Chichester, developed at Forest Fringe, Shunt and Residence, supported by Arts Council England.
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Film Listings
Tickets £5.50 / £4.00 Concs including Double Bills, or as advertised.
4TH LATINO FESTIVAL

Fri 5 - Sun 7 Dec

A vibrant selection of feature films from Latin America. This year's festival pays tribute to Alejandro Jodorowsky, Chilean film director, writer, actor, tarot reader and psychotherapist, with a screening 
of the rare classic Santa Sangre.

Postales de Leningrado (Postcards from Leningrad) (15)
Fri 5 Dec, 5.00pm

A view of the 1960s Venezuelan leftist uprising through the eyes and vivid imaginations of two children, who translate their fears for their guerilla parents into fantasies of superheroes and the titular postcards. Beautiful cinematography and fine performances enliven a fantasy world at odds 
with the uncertain realities of the children's lives.
Dir. Mariana Rondon Venezuela 2007 1h 30m Subtitled 

A Via Lactea (The Milky Way) (12)
Fri 5 Dec, 7.00pm

Distraught after his girlfriend dumps him over the phone, Heitor attempts to drive across the teeming, traffic-snarled city of Sao Paulo to make up with her. En route, he encounters billboards and graffiti that, like his car radio, seem to be speaking directly to him. With bold use of sound and image, director Chamie portrays Heitor's frustrations with technical brilliance.
Dir. Lina Chamie Brazil 2007 1h 26m Subtitled 

Santa Sangre (Holy Blood) (18)
Fri 5 Dec, 9.00pm

Cult director Jodorowsky's dark and surreal comeback film: a tale of psychological despair whose haunting imagery lingers in the mind long after viewing. A troubled young man is enslaved by his armless mother and forced into a murderous existence following his release from a sanitarium. This candy-coloured, blood-soaked journey into a damaged mind is alternately brutal, hallucinatory, and beautiful. 
Dir. Alejandro Jodorowsky Mexico/Italy 1989 1h 57m Subtitled 

El Resultado del Amor (The Effect of Love) (15)
Sat 6 & Sun 7 Dec, 7.00pm

Mabel lives in a shantytown and works both as an entertainer at children's parties and as a prostitute. She meets and falls in love with older Martin, an ex-lawyer who now works in a car wash, attracting customers dressed as a bird. Some time later Mabel is stunned by the news that she is HIV positive. Can Martin's love help her to overcome her burden, while enabling him to discover meaning in his own life?
Dir. Eliseo Subiela Argentina 2007 1h 34min Subtitled 

Madrigal (PG)
Sat 6 Dec, 9.00pm 

A sureness of touch, rich atmospherics and immense technical craft characterise this 
hyper-stylised love story, about playwright Javier who finds himself curiously drawn to ugly duckling Luisita. Perez stays away from clichéd cinematic representations of 'exotic' Havana, and what we get instead is a city of cramped interiors with peeling walls and streets full of thick, curling smoke, where it's continually pouring down and yet, curiously, nobody carries umbrellas. 
Dir. Fernando Perez Cuba 2006 1h 52m Subtitled 

Opus Dai (PG) + Discussion
Sun 7 Dec, 12.00pm

A recent Chilean documentary that gets into the heart of the international Catholic organisation.Dir. Marcela Said Chile 2006, 52m  Subtitled 

Papelucho & the Martian (PG)
Sun 7 Dec, 2.00pm

Papelucho, who has always been fascinated by aliens, decides to set a trap for one. 
Amazingly he succeeds, and the lost Martian child Det ends up living through Papelucho, with hilarious consequences. 
Dir. Alejandro Rojas Chile 2007 1h 17min Subtitled 

Metropolis (PG)
Sun 7 Dec, 4.00pm
£3.00 / £2.00 concs

A modern ballet video dance directed by the young Chilean filmmaker.
Dir. Carlos Dittborn Jn. Chile 2007 27m 

La Clase (The Class) (PG)
Sun 7 Dec, 5.00pm

A promising young violinist from a poor Caracas district becomes distanced from her family and old friends as the opportunity to play in a symphony orchestra allows her to escape her impoverished life; but the destiny of the country takes her to a definitive crossroads.
Dir. Jose Antonio Varela Venezuela 2007 1h 30m Subtitled 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Supertoys: Film Season

A selection of films playing alongside the Supertoys exhibition. Each screening is preceded by a section from artists Dunne & Raby's Evidence Dolls videos.
WALL E (U) 
Sat 6 Dec, 4.00pm
(Mash Up Special Price: All tickets £3.00)
A romance in which a rusting, refuse-collecting robot falls in love with a sleek white probe - this is dystopian science-fiction in the guise of another Pixar family summer blockbuster. Few films of recent years have received such lavish praise. Already rightly considered a classic.
Dir. Andrew Stanton USA 2007 1h 38m

Double Bill

Artificial Intelligence: AI (12) & Transformers (12)

Sun 14 Dec, 2.30pm & 5.15pm
Spielberg's sickly-sweet gloss and over-done references to Disney's Pinocchio ultimately overwhelmed Kubrick's project based on the Brian Aldiss short story. Nevertheless, this flawed film successfully articulates the theme of ultimate reality as a multi-layered one by using the language of hypertexts: religion, myths and dreams.
Dir. Steven Spielberg USA 2001 2h 26m

+

Based on the once-ubiquitous Hasbro plastic robot warriors that could disguise themselves as late 20th Century mechanical devices of wildly variant scale, this deafening, pneumatic blockbuster employs superb fetishistic special effects to sex up the autobots and deceptacons for a new generation. 
Dir. Michael Bay USA 2007 2h 24m

Double Bill
Modern Times (U) & Sleeper (15) 

Sun 28 Dec, 2.30pm & 4.30pm
A factory worker runs amok around the assembly line, is shipped off to an asylum and from there goes on to further hilarious accidents, as Chaplin sends up the machine age in this masterly slapstick, with a sober half-eye on the dehumanizing effects of modern, industrialised societies. 
Dir. Charlie Chaplin USA 1936 1h 27m

+

A slapstick plot involving the overthrow of a totalitarian regime but mostly this is a hysterical platform for Allen to poke fun at the sexual revolution of the '70s by forecasting its absurd and illogical conclusion: In the future, Orgasmatron machines take care of our needs better than people do. 
Dir. Woody Allen USA 1973 1h 17m

Double Bill
Pinocchio (U) & Alice (PG) 
Sat 3 Jan, 5.30pm & 7.30pm

A hugely influential, technically masterful and still magical Disney fairytale about the struggles of a wooden puppet blessed (or cursed?) by a Blue Fairy, who must prove himself honest, brave, and unselfish in order to become a Real boy, accompanied through skilfully rendered and surprisingly disturbing adventures by proto-sidekick Jiminy Cricket. 
Dir. Hamilton Luske USA 1940 1h 28m
+

Inspired by Lewis Caroll's story, Svankmajer creates a darker spell, opening with the warning "Now you will see a film for children. Perhaps." Out of young Alice's toys and things, Svankmajer, the master of animation, summons the wonderful and terrifying inhabitants of her rabbit hole dreams.
Dir. Jan Svankmajer Czechoslovakia 1988 1h 26m

Double Bill
Ghost in the Shell 2: Innocence (15) & Blade Runner (15) 
Sun 4 Jan, 2.30pm & 5.00pm

Year 2032: A cyborg detective investigates the case of a female robot created for sexual pleasure, who murdered her owner. Anime master Oshii's highly accomplished, visually superb sci-fi noir thriller set in a future where the difference between humans and androids has become complicated.
Dir. Mamoru Oshii Japan 2004 1h 39m

+

Philip K Dick's book in which replicants are inscribed with realistic memories inspired Ridley Scott's benchmark sci-fi, impeccably styled, forecasting the menace of human obsolescence in a stagnating future Los Angeles.
Dir. Ridley Scott USA 1981 1h 57m 

Double Bill
Child's Play (15) & Dolls (18)
Thu 15 Jan, 6.45pm & 8.30pm

As the tag-line goes, 'Andy Barclay has a new playmate who's in no mood to play'. A cheerfully energetic horror film slicker and more clever than most, about Chucky, a rampaging malevolent doll which has been possessed by the mind and soul of a voodoo-expert Chicago mass murderer.
Dir. Tom Holland USA 1988 1h 27m 

+

The movie that originated the doll-as-homicidal-maniac premise. A twisted fairy-tale from cult horror director, Stuart Gordon (The Re-animator), in which a house-full of creepy porcelain-faced Victorian style killers exact brutal, bloody justice on its visitors.
Dir. Stuart Gordon USA 1987 1h 17m

Metropolis (PG) With Live Score 
Sun 18 Jan, 7.00pm
£6.00 / £5.00 concs
Fritz Lang's gothic-futurist masterpiece extrapolated his own time and place forward into a fully-realised techno-society with hugely influential imagery and concepts. It prophesies a mechanoid 'False Maria', seductively created in human image, in this case that of an entrancing worker-activist leader, to stir up worker unrest in the service of the ruling elites.
Dir. Fritz Lang Germany 1927 1h 58m 

With a specially commissioned new live soundtrack from kraut-pop duo Hook and the Twin.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Architecture Centre Presents: 
La Vie Commence Demain (CTBA)
Sat 13 Dec, 7.30pm
£3.50 / £2.50 Concs / Free NUS

An extremely rare opportunity to see Nicole Védrès' 1949 BAFTA nominated semi-fictional documentary. Featuring Le Corbusier, Picasso, Jean-Paul Sartre and Andre Gide as 'The Architect', 'The Painter', 'The Existentialist' and 'The Author' it looks to a future after the advent of atomic energy. 
Dir. Nicole Védrès France 1949 1h 26m

This screening accompanies The Architecture Centre's exhibition Secret Labour (until 11 Jan), exploring the continuing influence of Le Corbusier as artist and architect. 

Double Bill
My Winnipeg (12A) & The Saddest Music in the World (15)
Sat 20 Dec, 2.30pm & 4.30pm

Styled as a 'docu-fantasia', this haunting film - comic, singular, surreal - is Maddin's evocative homage to a city he clearly loves. Part civic history, part fantasy, part personal psychodrama, the film's central notion is that after all these years Maddin is desperately trying to escape Winnipeg's wintry grasp. To do so, he takes a half-real half-imagined dream train through his own past.
Dir. Guy Maddin Canada 2007 1h 20m

+

Ripping up conventions, Maddin raids cinema's often forgotten past to conjure up a deliriously eccentric offering. Shot entirely in a studio, it's the moving and strange tale of a musical talent contest held in Winnipeg, the 'world capital of sorrow', in the Great Depression of 1933. 
Dir. Guy Maddin Canada 2003 1h 40m

Double Bill
Of Time and the City (12A) & The Neon Bible (15)
Sun 21 Dec, 2.30pm & 4.30pm 

Caustic, rueful and profound in equal measure, British director Terence Davies is at the top of his craft with Of Time and the City. A love song and a eulogy to Liverpool, it is also a response to memory, reflection and the experience of losing a sense of place as the skyline changes and time takes it toll.
Dir. Terence Davies UK 2008 1h 13m

+ 

Extraordinarily moving, this adaptation contains many of the director's familiar themes - the joys and agonies of family life, the onset of adulthood, the oppressive hypocrisy of organised religion - alongside his hallmark measured pacing, immaculate compositions and elegant camera work. Here, the setting is small-town' 40s Georgia where a washed-up nightclub singer arrives and stirs things up. 
Dir. Terence Davies UK 1995 1h 31m

Gonzo: The Life and Work of Dr Hunter S Thompson (15) 
Thu 8 Jan, Sat 10 & Sun 11 Jan, 7.30pm, Fri 9 Jan, 6.00pm & 8.30pm

In this new documentary, narrated by Johnny Depp, award-winner Gibney takes us on a trip through the psychedelic life of the legendary author, a true 'freelance', goring sacred cows with impunity, hilarity and a steel-eyed conviction. Focusing on the good doctor's heyday from 1965 to 1975, the film includes previously unseen home movies, audiotape and unpublished manuscripts. 
Dir. Alex Gibney USA 2008 2h

The Cover of a Book is the Beginning of a Journey Double Bill
Farenheit 451 (PG) & Burn After Reading (15) 
Sun 11 Jan, 2.30pm & 4.45pm

Truffaut's take on Ray Bradbury's novel about a dour future society where books are dangerous, banned and burned by state-employed 'firemen' using flame throwers if discovered. Fahrenheit 
451 is the temperature at which books are reduced to ashes.
Dir. Francios Truffaut UK 1966 1h 52m 

+

A CIA agent (John Malkovich), sacked for a drink problem, retreats to the writing of his operations memoirs. Blackmail comedy ensues, and though these ridiculous proceedings were conceived at the same time as No Country, they provide a quite different kind of delight. Aided by inspired performances, the film is more superb Coen Brothers material.
Dirs. Coen Brothers USA 2008 1h 36m

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Slapstick 2009

Thu 22 - Sun 25 Jan

Slapstick Pass (all Watershed & Arnolfini tickets) £38.00 / £25.00 Concs & Bristol Silents

Taking place at venues across Bristol, the laughter continues with a series of special events and classic comedies. With surprises, special guests and the best and funniest silent comedies, Slapstick 2009 promises to be the best yet! www.slapstick.org.uk 

Why Worry? (U) + Short
Sat 24 Jan, 2.00pm
Introduced by Paul Merton
£7.00 / £5.00 Concs & Bristol Silents

Paul Merton continues his selection of the best of the great silent comics with this Harold Lloyd classic, featuring giant (8ft. 9") Johan Aasen's appearance as Colosso. Lloyd stars as millionaire hypochondriac Harold Van Pelham, who sets sail for a tropical South American island for his health. Rather than rest and relaxation, Pelham finds himself inadvertently in the midst of revolution. 
Dirs. Fred C Newmeyer / Sam Taylor USA 1923 1h 3m

This screening is accompanied by the Prima Vista Social Club, a five-piece ensemble of the finest musicians for silent cinema in Europe, including Gunter Buchwald on violin.

At the Picture Palace a Century Ago 
Sun 25 Jan, 2.00pm
£6.00 / £5.00 Concs & Bristol Silents

Reviving the atmosphere and technology of early twentieth century cinemas, this show is both entertaining and authentic. David Cleveland, accompanied on piano by Nigel Lister, introduces and provides informative commentary on a selection of restored early 35mm comedy, drama, animation and news films, shown on an original hand-turned Gaumont Chrono silent film projector rescued from the Southwold Cinema. 
Approx 1h 30m 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Double Bill
Killer of Sheep (12A) & Badlands (15)

Sun 15 Feb, 2.30pm & 4.30pm

A masterpiece of African American filmmaking, director Charles Burnett's UCLA debut regularly makes lists of the all time most influential American films. It combines gentle lyricism with powerful realism in the story - told with haunting imagery, compassion and humour - of a man's emotional malaise in the impoverished Los Angeles community of Watts.
Dir. Charles Burnett USA 1977 1h 20m

+

Recently released on a new 35mm print, legendary director Terence Malick's mesmeric study of a confused rampage of young lovers across the States, inspired by the real life Starkweather-Fugate killing spree of the 1950s, saw Sissy Spacek and Martin Sheen turn in the performances of their careers.
Dir. Terence Malick USA 1973 1h 34m
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Film Listings
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Music/Sound Listings
Kill Your Timid Notion

A step across the border between sound & vision

Tue 2 - Thu 4 Dec 
Spike Island & Arnolfini / All Tickets from Arnolfini Box Office.
All Events Pass £17.00 / Film Day Pass £5.50 / Performance Day Pass £10.00

KYTN is one of Europe's leading festivals of sound and image, exploring the many different ways we navigate the borders, disparities and similarities between what we hear and what we see. It involves some of the great experimental artists, musicians and filmmakers of our time, and some of the not too distant future.  www.arika.org.uk

Performance Programme
Tue 2 & Wed 3 Dec 6.30pm - 10.00pm / Spike Island

A performance programme over two nights, for film that goes beyond narrative cinema and sound that goes beyond tunes. Featuring live performances from Ken Jacobs, Eric La Casa, Andrew Lampert, Bruce McClure, Paul Sharits, Metamkine, Kjell Bjørgeengen, Keith Rowe & Philipp Waschmann and Greg Pope.

Film Programme
Thu 4 Dec, 6.30pm - 10.30pm / Arnolfini

A series of three film programmes which navigate the multiple ways in which filmmakers and artists have addressed the dilemmas and possibilities of sound and image. 

Word Associations

Exploring discontinuity between narration, text and image with films from Manuel Saiz and Peter Rose.

Out of Sight, Out of Synch

Screenings include Hollis Frampton's masterful (nostalgia) with sounds and images slipping out of synch and into discord.

Epileptic Seizure Comparison 

Paul Sharits' deeply empathetic exploration of epilepsy.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We Live Here: Pop Concert

Sat 7 Feb, 8.15pm (Bands From 8.15pm)
£5.00 / £4.00 Concs(Free With We Live Here Weekender Ticket)
A quartet of Bristol’s most exciting, exploratory and hotly-tipped pop acts: Freeze Puppy is a madcap minstrel who displays an untouchable songwriting craft; Magnus Spectrum makes physical noise music via Nintendo Wii controller and much leaping about; Munch Munch are Bristol’s double-drumming, multi-instrumental answer to Animal Collective; Chew Magna make rustic glitterball electro-pop with a firm nod toward the dancefloor.

Flower/Corsano Duo + Support
Thu 19 Feb, 8.00pm
£7.00 / £6.00 concs

Two underground music makers who have gelled as a duo to a startling degree. Chris Corsano is one of the world's most exciting drummers; a kinetic force who has to be seen and heard to be believed. Mick Flower is an incendiary guitar player who plays the 'shaahi baaja' (or Japan banjo from India) in a rocking, transcendent manner. Both have vibrant solo, group and improvised projects but when these two come together it is something else. 

With support from two dynamic duos: Defibrillators & JJ and the Birdman.
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Talks, Lectures, Discussions & Symposium

Fine Arts Lecture Series: Organised By Fine Arts, University of the West Of England

Jamie Shovlin 
Wed 3 Dec 6.00pm
£5.00 / £3.00 concs (Free for UWE Staff and Students with ID)

Jamie Shovlin is interested in the tension between reality and invention, history and memory. His painstakingly researched works merge inherently flawed systems and doubtful philosophical propositions with the seemingly objective status of the archive. With projects featuring a teenage girl's drawings or a forgotten German noise band, Shovlin explores how information becomes authoritative and how it might be questioned.

Science Café: Could you ever ™ a Robot? 
Fri 5 Dec, 7.30pm - 10.00pm 
Café Bar / Free / No need to book

Heart Robot and David McGoran will make an appearance as part of their role in Supertoys, alongside commentary and debate led by Dr Alan Winfield and Dr Matthew Studley. The Science Café format is relaxed and informal, giving everyone (not only scientists) a chance to hear about and comment on current science-related issues. Starting with an optional tour of Supertoys at 7.30pm and then demonstrations and discussion from 8.00pm. www.heartrobot.org.uk

Supertoys Symposium: “Hello Toy” 
Wed 14 Jan, 1.00pm - 6.00pm
£20.00 / £12.00 Concs (includes ticket to Paul Granjon event)

There will be presentations and discussion exploring play, object relations and affective machines, with contributions from Victoria de Rijke (Middlesex University) Claire Pajaczkowska (Royal College of Art), Seth Giddings and Helen Kennedy (both University of the West of England). Dylan Evans (Cork University) will discuss human-robot relationships and Natalie Jeremijenko, artist contributor to Supertoys, will discuss her Feral Robots projects. Chaired by Paul Hoggett, Director of the Centre for Psycho-Social Studies, UWE, this event is aimed at anyone with an interest in toys and play, object relations, teaching and pedagogy and artificial intelligence. This interdisciplinary event will be of particular interest to those involved with teaching, robotics and child psychology.

The Element: How Finding Your Passion Changes Everything: Sir Ken Robinson
Thu 5 Feb, 7.00pm 
£12.00 (£25 Including a Copy of the Book)

Sir Ken Robinson is an internationally renowned expert in the development of creativity, innovation and human resources. In his new book The Element (Allen Lane) he asserts that we are all born with tremendous natural capacities, but that we lose touch with them as we spend more time in the world. In this special Bristol Festival of Ideas event he argues that age and occupation are no barrier and argues the case that we urgently need to enhance creativity and innovation by thinking differently about ourselves.

Seasoned: Book Launch and Performance
Fri 13 Feb, 7.30pm 
£6.00 / £4.00 concs

Written by Edson Burton and directed by Sam Berger, Seasoned is a new experiment in dramatised poetry performance that examines multiple forms of alienation - gender, race, self - told through a personal and collective journey which spans historical and contemporary Black Africa Diaspora experience. This evening also celebrates the launch of Edson Burton's poetry collection Seasoned. He will be available to sign copies following the performance.

Anti-Bodies: Launch and Discussion 
Thu 19 Feb 6.00pm - 8.00pm
Free / Advance Booking Essential / Drinks Afterwards
Anti-bodies explores different attitudes to 'the body', contrasting the particularity of the artist's body-concept against the ideal 'body-machine' of the Olympic athlete, so revealing underlying idealisations of the body as they are reproduced within different everyday social contexts. Running until 2012, Anti-bodies encourages critical engagement with international contemporary art in the wider social realm through a series of projects produced by arts organisations based in south west England; the website and interaction programme. Curators and producers from Arnolfini, Kurator, Plymouth Arts Centre, ProjectBase, Spacex and amino introduce their ideas, with responses from Dr. Paul Darke (Artist-Producer), Lois Keidan (Director of the Live Art Development Agency), Keith Khan (former Head of Culture London 2012), and Dr. Paul O'Neill (GWR Research Fellow, Situations). 

Anti-bodies is co-ordinated by Relational, supported by Arts Council England, and has been granted the London 2012 Inspire mark. 

www.anti-bodies.net 

Take Part: Events and Activities

The Creative Technology Network Presents: Shaping Supertoys
Sat 25 Nov, 6.00pm - 8.30pm (Optional tour of Supertoys exhibition 5.30pm - 6.00pm)
Free / To reserve a place visit http://creative-technology-network.eventwax.com/shaping-supertoys

How will product design change as computing power becomes stronger, smaller and cheaper? Toys already integrate themselves tightly into society. They speak secret languages, play games, seek praise, form relationships, and seamlessly become 'the perfect friend' but how will they develop in the future? This practical workshop will be led by a team of technologists, creatives, product designers and young experts to consider “if silicon chips were super cheap and super powerful, what toy would you design?” A prize will be awarded to the winning pitch, as voted for by a panel of young experts. The event will start with a tour of Supertoys. 

Robot Mash Up
Sat 6 Dec, 12.00pm - 4.00pm
Free

The exhibitions Supertoys and The Cover of a Book is the Beginning of a Journey will be full of things to take part in. Bring in unwanted toys to make your own mutant versions in the Mutant Toy Factory, Nik Slade will be helping people make unusual books and carry out the instructions others have left behind. There will be storytelling, robot demos and it'll all round up in time for a special screening of WALL E (U).


Robo Toyz
Sat 6 Dec, 2.00pm - 4.00pm
£7.00 per person
For anyone age eight and above.

Artist Nathan Hughes needs a crack team of creative young people to build scuffed-up robot suits in a short time. While having daft fun making costumes everyone will make up space adventures and end with a Robot Parade. Costumes can be worn to the screening of WALL E (U). This event, runs alongside free events as part of Robot Mash Up. Arnolfini staff will supervise the session so children can be left unaccompanied, but parents are welcome to stay if they pay to take part.

Bend it like Bugs!
Sat 13 Dec & Sat 10 Jan, 12.00pm - 4.00pm
Free
So, you've looked at Supertoys, visited the Mutant Toy Factory and made a toy, what next? What if you could give your toy a voice? Make your toy move, even misbehave. Join artist Tom Bugs (in residence in the Mutant Toy Factory) for an exploration into distorting electronics through circuit bending and other mischievous methods.

Motor Vehicle Sundown (Event) 1960
Sat 10 Jan, 4.13pm

At Sundown, Arnolfini and various locations
Free

As part of the exhibition The Cover of a Book is the Beginning of a Journey, this is a multi-location, mass-participatory updating and restaging of George Brecht's 1960s 'event score'. All you need is a motor vehicle (lawnmowers welcome!). Visit www.arnolfini.org.uk for details of how to participate. 

Household Orchestra Performance
Sat 17 Jan, 3.00pm

Free

As part of the exhibition The Cover of a Book is the Beginning of a Journey, members of the Cube Orchestra improvise around a selection of pieces from Yuri Suzuki and George Wu's book 50 Hands, each page of which is pre cut to a tuned length and comes with a cylinder of straws, tape and scores.

A performance by Paul Granjon: Lo-Tech songs with Servo-Drive
Wed 14 Jan, 7.30pm
£6.00 / £3.00 concs

Paul Granjon is a visual artist working with electronics, robotics, video and programming. 
He applies a playful, hands-on approach to the production of machines for videos, installations and performances, often presenting the work in a humorous fashion, combined with an underlying darker vision. He questions and comments on the effects of exposure to an exponentially growing and more capable technological environment.

Several machines will be presented and activated during the performance, including Mofo the humanoid robot and the new scary Biting Machine. Paul Granjon will sing songs with his electric zitare to accompany the demo. www.zprod.org

Courses

Write that Novel -Tutor Glenn Carmichael
Thu 15 Jan - Thu 5 Mar 7.00pm - 9.00pm
£52.00*
A course for people who are planning or have started writing a novel. Exploring advancement of plot, characterisation, location and style, as well as giving you valuable feedback along the way as you establish a routine for writing your manuscript. This course runs over seven weekly sessions and is organised by the WEA. For further information please contact Glenn Carmichael on 07870 748134

Exploring Artists' Moving Image
Starts 18 Feb 6.30pm - 8.30pm / Six weekly meetings on Wednesdays
£70.00 / To book tickets ring 0117 954 5471 or email drama-lifelearn@bristol.ac.uk

Artists have been exploring the potential of the moving image since the Surrealists' provocative film experiments. This introductory course highlights the key ideas and approaches that have emerged over a century of film and video art. Led by Lucy Reynolds, sessions will examine thematic and historical aspects, from early pioneers to contemporary practitioners. Classes will include clips, screenings and visits to contemporary work at Arnolfini and Picture This Atelier. 

A partnership with the University of Bristol and Picture This. 
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Editors Notes

Arnolfini’s programme includes film, live art, dance, music, literature, exhibitions and many other events. It is supported by Arts Council England, South West and Bristol City Council.

Cinema tickets £5.50 / £4.00 concs including double bills unless otherwise stated

Gallery opening hours

Tue – Sun and Bank Holiday Mondays 10.00am to 6.00pm. Galleries close at 4pm on 24 & 31 Dec.

Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Years Day

Admissions to the galleries is free.

For more information, please contact 

Rob Webster, Marketing Manager, Tel 0117 917 2315 rob.Webster@arnolfini.org.uk
Sharon Tuttle, Marketing Co-ordinator, Tel: 0117 917 2316 Sharon.Tuttle@arnolfini.org.uk
A selection of images is available.

Audience information: 

Arnolfini, 16 Narrow Quay, Bristol, BS1 4QA. 

All tickets from Arnolfini Box office unless stated otherwise: 0117 917 2300 / 01. 

Further information available from boxoffice@arnolfini.org.uk or www.arnolfini.org.uk
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