Ackroyd & Harvey

The Walking Forest 

Slow travel weekends/tree collection:

Arnolfini, Bristol

Project space 3
03/04 October

24/25 October
14/15 November

Guidance on locating and collecting tree saplings:
Most large trees produce an abundance of seeds many of which are never destined to survive and mature to fully grown trees.

Under most established trees it is frequently possible to find a quantity of small saplings often growing where they have fallen or been buried and forgotten by squirrels. The very location of these saplings means that they will never grow to maturity. Also trees can self-seed in places regarded as unsuitable, in vegetable allotments, lawns, too close to buildings, or land designated for development. 
Suggestions for trees to be collected; oak, ash, hazel, holly, birch, walnut, apple. 

Please note: permission should be sought for taking a tree from land not your own. 

'The Walking Forest' project will give the possibility for such saplings to be dug up, potted and brought to Arnolfini where they will be identified, certificated and displayed in Project space 3.  At close of the exhibition, the trees will be distributed; some planted out as whips, some to a holding location with the help of Tree Bristol. 
The sapling should be carefully dug up attempting not to disturb the immediate soil surrounding its root system thereby not damaging or breaking the tap root - these can sometimes grow to quite a length below the growing shoot. The sapling should be potted into a suitable size pot to accommodate its root system and watered well. The sapling/s should then be transported to Arnolfini via slow travel means on the set delivery dates. Please note the location where the sapling was found, a photograph if possible of the tree where found and information and photographs of journey method and route to the gallery. This information will form part of the documentation and display for the installation and be included in a forthcoming publication by the artists.  

With thanks, Ackroyd & Harvey September 2009

